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Pressestimmen
"These pictures convey the haunting theatricals of Boltanski's work, while the expansive interview and
autobiographical writings make for interesting reading. One for the coffee table."-Attitude On the
Contemporary Artists Series "The boldest, best executed, and most far-reaching publishing project devoted
to contemporary art. These books will revolutionize the way contemporary art is presented and written
about."-Artforum "The combination of intelligent analysis, personal insight, useful facts and plentiful
pictures is a superb format invaluable for specialists but also interesting for casual readers, it makes these
books a must for the library of anyone who cares about contemporary art."-Time Out "A unique series of
informative monographs on individual artists."-The Sunday Times "Gives the reader the impression of a
personal encounter with the artists. Apart from the writing which is lucid and illuminating, it is undoubtedly
the wealth of lavish illustrations which makes looking at these books a satisfying entertainment."-The Art
Book Kurzbeschreibung
Christian Boltanski (*1944 in Paris), einer der wichtigsten Gegenwartskünstler, ist ein Meister der
Inszenierung von Situationen und Räumen. In ihnen evoziert und befragt er machtvoll zentrale Parameter
menschlichen Daseins wie Lebenszeit, Identität, Körper, Tod und Vermächtnis. In einem eigens für die
Mathildenhöhe Darmstadt zusammengestellten Parcours verbindet Boltanski bereits bestehende mit neu
entwickelten Arbeiten zu einer einzigen raumübergreifenden Totalinstallation. Die kathedralhohen Säle des
Ausstellungsgebäudes werden dabei zum Echoraum seiner Autobiografie, die – ob nun fiktiv oder real – stets
seine Kunst der Erinnerung grundiert. Die in enger Zusammenarbeit mit dem Künstler konzipierte und
gestaltete Monografie, herausgegeben von Ralf Beil, dokumentiert das einzigartige Kunstereignis und lotet
diesen ganz und gar eigenen Echoraum der Kunst Christian Boltanskis mit philosophischen, literarischen und
kunstwissenschaftlichen Beiträgen sowie einem Interview mit dem Künstler aus. (Englische Ausgabe ISBN
3-7757-1825-7) Ausstellung: Institut Mathildenhöhe Darmstadt 12.11.2006–11.2.2007 Synopsis
Christian Boltanski came to prominence in the 1980s with major exhibitions at the Centre Georges
Pompidou, Paris in 1984 and the Whitechapel Gallery, London in 1990. This text explores his art, arguing
that it hovers between the trauma of the extermination camp depot and the redemption of a memorial shrine.
Boltanski can be described as an alchemist, philosopher, potential suicide, clown or Rasputin. His work has
ranged from the creation of an "ironic museum of the self" to sensitive portrayals of ordinary people. His
installations are made up of collections of everyday objects such as clothing or shoes; and photographs - such
as passport photographs, school portraits and family albums. They memorialize ordinary people - the
unknown children killed in the Holocaust, the people of a Swiss canton, or the employees of a Halifax carpet
factory. Recently he worked on a production of Schubert's Winter Reisse at the Lyric Theatre, London, and
will continue to work on theatrical and operatic productions. The book is part of a series of studies of
important artists of the late-20th century.Each title offers a comprehensive survey of the artist's work,
providing analyses and multiple perspectives on contemporary art and its inspiration.
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